ACADEMIC ENGLISH
MASTERY PROGRAM

FOR
STANDARD ENGLISH
[ EARNERS

EMPOWERING STUDENTS
THROUGH COMMUNICATION

Los ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DiSTRICT
Instructional Support Services




Los ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Division of Instruction

he Los Angeles Unified School District's Academic English Mastery Program is a

comprehensive, research—l)ased program designed to a(lclress the language needs of

African American, Mexican American, Hawaiian American, and Native American
students for whom Standard English is not native. The program incorporates into the
curriculum instructional strategies that facilitate the acquisition of standard American and
academic English in classroom environments that vali(late, value, and build upon the

languag‘e and culture of students.

[ts primary goal:
Students will learn to use standard American and academic English proficiently, and in the
process experience increased li‘ceracy acquisition and greater academic achievement.

HisTorY OF THE ACADEMIC ENGLISH MASTERY PROGRAM




THE PROGRAM MISSION:

he mission of the program is to assure that students whose primary language
does not match the language of instruction, will have equal access to a rigorous
standards-based educational curriculum and post secon(iary career opportunities.
A basic tenet of the program is that the ioﬂowing barriers exist for these students:
e Limited mastery of Standard American and Academic Engiish
* Adverse educator attitudes toward their primary ianguage
° Ina(iequate lznowie(ige of their native ianguage, history, and culture

¢ Insufficient parent involvement with the curriculum, and support for it

* A paucity of instructional strategies that egectiveiy promote language and literacy acquisition and

iearning in SELs.

The program endeavors to climinate these barriers and to assure Standard Engiisii Language
Learners equal access to the core curricula and increased academic achievement.

THE PROGRAM STRANDS:

FUNCTIONAL SKILLS IN STANDARD AMERICAN ENGLISH
Teac}iing Standard American and academic Engiisii to students for whom standard Engiisii
is not native using research based meti'iodoiogics that cmpiiasize ianguage experience and

promote the cievciopment of cognitive academic ]anguagc proiicicncy.

LITERACY ACQUISITION
Facilitating iiteracy acquisition through ianguagc (ieveiopment.

CuLTURAL GROUNDING
Conveying ienowie(ige on ancient Africa, Mexico, Hawaii and North America: their cultures,
i'iistory, and impact on the modern world, with an empi'iasis on historical and contemporary

achievers.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT AND SUPPORT
Provi(iing educational seminars for parents to enhance their ienowlecigc of African American,
Mexican American, Hawaiian American, and Native American iiistory, cuiture, and
ianguagc; increase their proiicicncy in the use of standard American Engiish; and ti'icrei)y

empower them with effective strategies for supporting ianguage, iiteracy, and iearning in

their children.




THE PROGRAM RATIONALE:

n 1983, the National Commission on Excellence in Education reporte(l in A Nation

at Risk on the (].eclining competitiveness of American education and noted that,

“Part of what is at risk is the promise first made on this continent. All, regar(ﬂess of
race or class or economic status, are entitled to a fair chance and to the tools for developing
their individual powers of mind and spirit to the utmost.” Full equality and economic
empowerment ljegins with education. Still, more than a decade after the report, too many
standard English Learners are failing in American schools, interned in classrooms where their
languagc is devalued, and teachers’ low expectations and limited undcrstanclings about their
languagc and culture negatively impact academic achievement.

Many Standard English Learners (SELs) arrive at school in America spealaing a 1anguage
that differs from the 1anguage of instruction. This ulangua.gc difference” impacts academic
success. For many African American, Mexican American, Hawaiian American, and Native
American students, this 1angua.ge variation effects the dcvelopment of listening, spealeing,
reading, and writing skills. How teachers view and responcl to these 1anguage differences
signiﬁcantly influences the students’ al)ility to acquire hteracy and other academic skills.

Accorcling to recent research this population of students—Standard English Language
Learners (SELs)—are experiencing the most digiculty in American schools, and have the
lowest achievement scores on standardized tests. Teachers low opinions and misunderstand-
ings about these students’ 1anguage is cited as antecedents of failure. In order to c{'fcctively
educate this population, educators must have an understanding of the students’ language and
culture, an appreciation of the rich experiences and “funds of 12now1e(1gc" they ln‘ing to the

learning environment, and a lenowledge of instructional me’choclologies that facilitate 1ea1'ning.

Language is foundational to education. Educators must make use of the available research
to clesign instruction that guarantees all students equity in accessing rigorous standards-based
curricula, post secondary educational opportunities, and career options. The Los Angeles
Unified School District’s Academic Eug]isll Mastery Program (AEMP) is a research based
intervention model designed to address the Superintenclent's major instructional focus areas -

Englisll 1anguage clevelopment and li’ceracy acquisition.

o more important pul)lic service exists than to
ensure that when children leave our schools as young a«]_ults,
they are empowered with the language skills they need to be
successful, contri]:)uting' members of an information society
that relies increasingly on the power and richness of lang’uag‘e
for effective communication. ”

— California Department of Education
Eng’lisl‘n Language Arts Framework




THE PROGRAM PROVIDES:

¢ Educational seminars and salary point courses for teachers
¢ School site strategy and demonstration Worlzshops and lesson s‘cucly collaboratives

* Opportunities for teacher collaboration around student work with a focus on critical

inquiry and peer coaching through Grade Level Student Achievement Teams (GSAT).
'Worlzshops and in-service classes for parents and paraec].ucators
¢ Collaborative clialogue with school and local district administrators
*Training in the use of technology as a tool in 1anguage acquisition
e Weekend professional development conferences

o Staff clevelopment and training for ’ceachers, teacher 1eaders, and paraeducators including a
Weelzlong Summer Institute

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOREDUCATORS:

*The unique history and culture of each child must be recognized and respectecl.
* A student's language is inextrical)ly tied to his or her family and seH-concept.
'Teaching methodology must accomodate the culture and language of the child.

*The teacher must provide as realistic a context for language experiences and

seconcl-language acquisition as possible using materials from the child's culture.
*The student must be culturaﬂy groun(led through a supported self—identity.

*When the student acquires mastery of a new 1anguage system, he or she becomes capaMe
of cross-cultural communication.
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